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At  the  Anniverfary  Meeting  of  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  in  the  Veftry- 
Room  of  St.  Mary-le-Bow,  on  Friday 
the  1 fob  Day  of  February,  1781; 

AGREED,   that  the  Thanks  of 
the  SOCIETY  be  given  to  the 
Right  Reverend    the   Lord  Bilhop    of 
Licbfield  and  Coventry,  for  the  Sermon 
preached  by  his  Lordfliip  this  day  before 
the  SOCIETY  ;   and  that  his  Lordfliip 
be  defired    to   deliver   a   copy   of  the 
fame  to  the  SOCIETY   to  be  printed. 

William  Morice^  Secretary. 


HEBREWS  xiii.  8. 

Chrift,  the  fame  yejlerday,   to  day,  and 
for  ever. 


HESE  words,  if  confidered 
with  an  eye  to  the  preceding 
verfes,  may  mean,  *  That 
'  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  al- 
'  ways  attentive  to  the  wants 
'  and  diftreffes  of  his  faith- 
'  ful  -followers,  and  always  at  hand  to  relieve 
'them:'  Or,  if  we  conned:  them  with  the 
verfe  immediately  following,  we  may  under- 
ftand  them  as  expreffing  this  proportion, 
'  That  the  dodrine  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  always 
'  one  and  the  fame,  independently  of  the  way- 
'  ward  and  changeable  fancies  of  men/  In 
either  way,  I  fay,  the  words  may  be  taken  ; 
and  they  do  not  neceiTarily  imply  more  than 
the  one  or  the  other  of  theie  two  fenfes,  which 
the  context  will  oblige  us  to  beflow  upon 
them. 
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But  the  minds  of  the  Apoftles,  full  of  the 
greateft  ideas,  and  fwelling  with  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  the  holy  Spirit,  which,  in  no  fcanty 
meafure,  was  imparted  to  them,  perpetually 
overflow,  as  it  were,  the  fubjedt  of  their  dif- 
courfe,  and  expatiate  into  other  and  larger 
views,  than  feem  necefTary  to  the  completion 
of  the  argument,  immediately  prefented  to 
them. 

This  being  the  manner  of  the  infpired 
writers,  it  can  be  thought  no  forced  or  vio- 
lent conftrudtion  of  the  text,  to  take  it  in 
the  full  extent  of  the  expreffion;  which  is  fo 
ftriking  and  awful,  as  naturally  to  turn  our 
thoughts  towards  the  contemplation  of  the 
three  following  particulars  : 

Firft,  The  ineffable  glory  of  our  Lord's 
Perfon  -, 

Secondly,  The  immenfity  of  the  fcheme  of 
Redemption  through  his  blood  -,  *  And 

Laftly,  The  unchangeable  nature  of  hi« 
Religion* 

In  thefe  feveral  fenfes,  it  is  truly  and  em- 
phatically faid  of  Jefus  Chrift,  That  he  is  the 
the  fame  yejierday,  to  day*  and  for  ever* 

*  Eph.  i.  7. 

I.  The 


for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel. 

I.  The  tranfcendant  dignity  of  our  bleffed 
Lord's  PERSON  is  expreffed  in  thefe  words. 

For  what  lefs  do  they  imply  than  a  perfedt 
ftate  of  being,  a  proper  eternity  of  exiftence  ? 
Agreeably  to  what  we  read  elfewhere,  That 
be  was  in  the  beginning3' — before  all  things* — 
that  he  is  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Jirft  and  the 
laji  * — that  his  throne  is  for  ever  and  ever d — 
and  his  goings  forth  from  everlafting* :  Nay,  and 
fuitably  to  the  very  turn  of  phrafe,  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  employs  in  characterizing  the 
Supreme  Majefty  of  Heaven,  I  am  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  faith  the 
Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to 
come,  the  Almighty  f. 

When  Jefus  Chrift,  therefore,  is  held  out 
to  us  in  the  text,  as  being  the  fame  yefterday, 
to  day,  and  for  ever,  we  may  be  allowed,  or 
rather  we  are  required,  to  elevate  our  thoughts 
to  the  utmoft,  and  to  conceive  with  inexpref- 
fible  awe  and  veneration  of  that  glory  which  be 
had  with  the  Father,  before  the  world  was  g. 

II.  We  are  called  upon  by  thefe  words  to 
reflect  on  the  conftant,  uniform  tenour  of  that 

*  John  i.  r.         b  Col.  i.  17.          c  Rev.  i.  17.  xxii.  13. 
*  H«b.  i.  &.    «  Micah  v.  2.     f  Rev.  i,  8.     f  John  xvii.  5. 

amazing; 
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amazing  fcheme  of  REDEMPTION,  which  was 
planned  before  the  ages,  was  unfolded  by  juft 
degrees,  and  was  finally  completed  in  Chrift 
Jefus  -,  in  this  fenfe,  likewife,  fo  interefting  to 
us,  the  SAMEje/ierday,  to  day,  and  for  ever. 

The  works  of  the  Lord,   fays   the  Pfalmift, 
are  great,   and  fought  out  of  all  thofe  that  have 
pleafure  therein  \     But  which  of  his    works 
is^fo   ftupendous,    or  carries  the  enraptured 
mind   to  fo  high  an  original,   as  that  which 
refpe&s    the    redemption     by   Chrift    Jefus  ? 
Man  was  produced  in   time,   and  {rationed  on 
this  earth  at  the  diftance  of  no  more  years, 
than  our  chronology  eafily  reckons  up.     But 
who  can  go  back  to  that  moment,   when  the 
Godhead  fate  in  council  on  the  difpenfation  of 
Grace  by  the  Gofpel  ?    On  the  myjlery,   -which 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world  hath  been  hid  in 
God,  who  created  all  things  by  Jefus  Chrift  -,  to 
the  intent  that,  in  the  fullnefs  of  time,  unto 
the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places 
might  be  known  by  the  Church  the  manifold  wif- 
dom  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal  purpofe  which 
he  purpofed  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord  "  ?    Infpired 
language  itfelf  labours,  we  fee,  in  fetting  forth 

aPf,  iii.  2.        kEph.  iii.  9,10,  ii. 

the 
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the  extent  of  this  difpenfation ;  in  declaring 
to  us  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length^  and  depth, 
and  height  of  this  fcheme  of  divine  wifdom, 
through  the  /ove  of  Chrift,  which  paffeth  know- 
ledge a. 

Known  unto  God,  indeed,  are  ALL  bis  works 
from  the  beginning*.  But  this  great  work  of 
love  feems  to  have  been  ever  prefent  to  him ; 
to  have  engaged  and  occupied,  if  we  may  pre- 
fume  fo  to  fpeak,  the  conftant,  the  unremit- 
ting, the  unwearied  attention  of  the  divine 
mind  j  and  to  have  entered  into  all  the  coun- 
fels  of  his  providence,  which  .he  had  formed 
for  the  difplay  of  his  glory,  through  all  ages, 
world  without  end*. 

Such  is  the  idea  which  the  Scriptures  oblige 
us  to  entertain  of  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God 
in  Chrift  Jefus  :  manifold^  as  it  prefents  to  us 
the  various  evolutions  of  an  eternal  and  infi- 
nitely extended  difpenfation  of  Grace ;  but 
one  and  the  fame,  with  regard  to  the  end  in 
view,  the  redemption  of  a  ruined  world,  and 
to  the  conduct  and  completion  of  them  all  by 
the  means,  and  in  the  perfon  of  the  Redeemer, 

What  parts  of  this  fcheme  lie  out  of  the 
verge  of  our  world,  and  how  much  of  it  hath 

8  Eph.  iii.  18,19.      bA&sxv.  18.     c  Eph.  Hi.  21. 

refpefted, 
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refpefted,  or  may  hereafter  refpeft,  other  and- 
higher  natures  by  far,  than  the  fons  of  men, 
it  would  be  fruitlefs  to  inquiie,  as  thefe  deep 
things  of  God  have  not  been  diflinctly  re- 
vealed to  us.  Yet  one  thing  deferves  our 
notice,  That  the  Angels  themfehes*  defire  to 
look  into  this  fcheme  of  falvation ;  and  are  furely 
fome  way  concerned  in  it,  iince  it  was  deligned 
to  comprehend,  and  gather  together  in  one,  all 
things  in  Chrifl,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and 
which  are  on  earth,  even  in  HiM.b 

But  conceive  of  the  intereft  which  celeftial 
beings  have  in  Jefus  Chrift,  as  you  will ; 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  he  has  been  inva- 
riably the  end  of  all  God's  revelations  to  man- 
kind. The  hiflory  of  Redemption  is  coaeval 
with  that  of  the  Globe  itfelf,  has  run  through 
every  ftage  of  its  exigence,  and  will  outlaft 
it's  utmoft  duration.  The  precious  hope  of 
a  Redeemer  was  the  fupport  of  fallen  man ; 
the  theme  of  all  the  Patriarchs  ;  the  bails  of 
all  the  Covenants;  the  boaft  and  exultation  of 
all  the  Prophets;  and  the  defire  of  all  n itions. 

Look  round  on  the  fhifting  fcenes  of  glory, 
which  have  been  exhibited  in  the  theatre  of 

*  i  Pet.  i.  12.        6Eph.i.  10. 

this 
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this  world;  and  fee  the  fuccefs  of  mighty 
conquerors,  the  policy  of  ftates,  the  deftiny 
of  empires,  depend  on  the  fecret  purpofe  of 
God  in  his  fon  Jefus  :  before  whom  all  the 
atchievements  and  imaginations  of  men  muft 
bow  down,  and  to  whofe  honour  all  the  myf- 
terious  workings  of  his  providence  are  now, 
have  hitherto  been,  and  will  for  ever  be, 
directed. 

Such  is  the  uniform,  immutable,  everlaft- 
ing  tenour  of  that  difpenfation,  we  call  Chrif- 
tian;  the  power  and  wifdom  of  God  in  Jefus 
Cbrijl,  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day,  and  for 
tver.  But 

III.  Laftly,  thefe  words  exprefs  the  un- 
changeable nature  and  perpetual  obligation  of 
Chriftianity,  confidered  as  a  Law  of  Religion, 
or  Rule  of  Life,  as  well  as  a  fcheme  of  wif- 
dom and  mercy  unfpeakable  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  mankind. 

Salvation  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  was  the 
eternal  purpofe  of  God,  the  ultimate  end  of 
all  his  counfels.  But,  for  the  attainment  of 
it,  He  chofe  to  reveal  his  will  gradually  by 
feveral  intermediate  and  preparatory  commu- 
nications. Hence  the  divine  Law,  though 
ftill  directed  to  the  fame  end,  has  been  diver- 

B  fified, 
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fified,  according  as  the  Legiflator  faw  fit,  at 
fundry  times  and  in  divers  manners,  to  fpeak  in 
times  p  aft  unto  the  Fathers  by  the  PROPHETS. 

But  now,  at  length,  He  hath  fpoken  to  us 
by  his  SON  ;  whofe  word  is  become  the  ftand- 
ing  law  of  mankind  ;    obligatory  on  all,  ta 
whom  it  is  made  known,   and  unalterable  by 
any  authority,  or  by  any  change  of  circum- 
jftances  whatfoever.     The  terms  of  falvation 
are  irrevocably  fixed.     They  are  propofed    to 
all,  and  required  of  all,  without  diflin&ion 
of  feafons  or  perfons.     The  everlafting  Gofpel 
is  addreffed   to  all  that  dwell  on  t be  earth  ;  to 
every  nation  and  kindred  and  tongue  and  people  »» 
The  extent  of  it  is  unlverfal  j  and  the  obliga- 
tion, fo  indifpenfable,  that  if  an  Angel  from 
heaven  preach  any  other  Gofpel  than  that   we 
have  received,  he  is  to  be  rejected  by  us  ;  nay, 
an  anathema  refts  upon  him k.     Since  the  found 
of  the  Gofpel  is  gone  out  into  all  the  world  %  we 
are  to  liften  to  no  other.     Nor  is  it  to  be  mo- 
dified to  our  expectations  or  fancies.     We  are 
complete  in  HIM,  which  is  the  head  of  all  prin- 
cipality and  power  d;  even  in  JESUS  CHRIST, 
with  regard  to  the  perpetuity  and  eternity  of 

a  Rev.  xiv.  6.     b  Gal,  L  6,     t  Rom.  x.  1 8.     d  Col.  xi.  i o. 

his 
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his  Law,  as  well  as  in  the  other  fenfes  before 
confidered,  the  SAM.TL  yejierday,  to  day,  and  for 
ever. 

AFTER  THIS  explanation  of  the  text, 
every  one  fees  with  what  force  it  applies  to 
the  occafion  of  our  prefent  meeting.  For 
furely  fuch  a  Religion,  as  that  of  Jefus,  fo 
divine  in  it's  origin,  fo  exteniive  in  it's  views, 
and  fo  permanent  in  it's  obligations,  deferves 
to  be  propagated  through  the  world;  and  juf- 
tifies,  or  rather  demands,  the  utmoft  zeal  of 
it's  profeffors  to  fpread  it  abroad  among  all 
nations. 

And  fuch  is  the  end  of  this  venerable  So- 
ciety 3  instituted  for  the  double  purpofe  of 
converting  the  Heathen,  who  fit  in  darknefs 
and  the  (hadow  of  death,  to  the  blelfed  hopes 
of  the  Gofpe.l;  and  of  keeping  up  and  pro- 
moting in  profeffed  Chriilians  ihit faith,  which 
they  have  already  received,  but,  through  in- 
digence, ignorance,  or  a  vicious  life,  have 
fuffered  to  languim  and  die  away,  or  have 
not,  at  leaft,  cultivated  to  any  valuable  pur- 
pofe. 

And  can  either  of  thefe  objects  be  indiffe- 
rent to  us  ?  Be  it  but  the  latter  of  the  two, 
it  muft  deeply  affect  a  good  and  compaffionate 

B  2  mind. 
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mind.  Where  the  want  of  inftrudion  is  ex- 
treme in  thofe  who  bear  the  name  of  Chrif- 
tians,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  it  clearly 
not  within  their  power,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
both  benevolence  and  piety  call  upon  us  to 
adminifter  what  relief  we  properly  can  to  their 
preffing  neceffities. 

But  the  former,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  Society  :  And  if,  on  this  occafionr 
we  may  have  leave  to  enlarge  our  ideas  a  little, 
and  to  contemplate  that  object  in  the  extent 
to  which  it  has.  been  carried  by  the  zeal  not 
of  our's  only,  but  of  other  antient  and  modern 
miffions,  we  fhall  find  it  above  meafure  in- 
terefting  to  all  true  believers  in  Jefus. 

For  look  on  the  various  wild  and  uncivi- 
lized tribes  of  men,  of  whatever  name  or  co- 
lour, which  our  ambition,  or  avarice,  or  cu- 
riofity  has  difcovered,  in  the  new  or  old  world  -y 
and  fay,  if  the  fight  of  human  nature  in  fuck 
crying  diftrefs,  In  fuch  fordid,  difgraceful, 
and  more  than  brutal  wretchednefs,  be  not 
enough,  to  make  us  fly  with  ardour  to  their 
relief  and  better  accommodation. 

To  impart  fome  ideas  of  order  and  civility 
to  their  rude  minds,  is  an  effort  of  true  gene- 
lofity:  But,  if  we  can  find  means  at  the  fame 

time* 
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time,  or  in  confequence  of  fuch  civility,  to 
infufe  a  fenfe  of  God  and  Religion,  of  the 
virtues  and  hopes  which  fpring  out  of  faith  in 
Chrift,  and  which  open  a  fcene  of  confola- 
tion  and  glory  to  them,  who  but  muft  regard 
this  as  an  acl:  of  the  moft  fublime  charity  ? 

Indeed,  the  difficulties,  the  dangers,  the 
diftrefles  of  all  forts,  which  muft  be  encoun- 
tered by  the  Chriftian  Miffionary,  requrre  a 
more  than  ordinary  degree  of  that  virtue,  and 
will  only  be  fuftained  by  him,  whom  a  fervent 
love  of  Chrift  and  the  quickening  graces  of  his 
Spirit  have  anointed,  as  it  were,  and  confe- 
erated  to  this  arduous  fervice.  Then  it  is,, 
that  we  have  feen  the  faithful  minifter  of  the 
word  go  forth  with  the  zeal  of  an  Apoftle, 
and  the  conilancy  of  a  Martyr.  We  have  feen 
him  forfake  eafe  and  affluence ;  a  competency 
at  leaft,  and  the  ordinary  comforts  of  Society ,-. 
and,  with  the  Gofpel  in  his  hand  and  his  Sa- 
viour in  his  heart,  make  his  way  through 
burning  deferts  and  the  howling  wildernefs : 
braving  the  rage  of  climates,  and  all  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  long  and  perilous  voyages ;. 
fubmitting  to  the  drudgery  of  learning  barba- 
rous languages,  and  to  the  difguft  of  comply- 
ing, with  barbarous  manners  y  watching  the 

dark 
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dark  fufpicions,  and  expofed  to  the  capricious 
fury  of  impotent  favages;  courting  their  offen- 
five  fociety,  adopting  their  loathfome  cuftoms, 
and  affimilating  his  very  nature,  almoft,  to 
their's  ;  in  a  word,  enduring  all  tbinge,  becom- 
ing all  things,  in  the  patient  hope  of  finding 
a  way  to  their  good  opinion,  and  of  fucceed- 
ing,  finally,  in  his  unwearied  endeavours  to 
make  the  word  of  life  and  falvation  not  un- 
acceptable to  them. 

I  confefs,  when  I  refled:  on  all  thefe  things, 
I  humble  myfelf  before  fuch  heroic  virtue ; 
or,  rather,  I  adore  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  which  is  able  to  produce  fuch  examples 
of  it  in  our  degenerate  world. 

The  power  of  Religion  has,  no  doubt,  ap- 
peared in  other  inftances ;  in  PENANCES,  fup- 
pofe,  in  PILGRIMAGES,  in  CRUSADES  ;  and 
we  know  in  what  light  they  are  now  regarded 
by  reafonable  and  judicious  men. 

But  let  not  things  fo  diffimilar  be  com- 
pared together,  much  iefs  confounded.  Un- 
commanded,  ufelefs,  fanguinary  zeal  provokes 
your  contempt  and  abhorrence ;  and  with  rea- 
fon  :  Only  remember,  for  pity's  fake,  under 
what  circumftances  of  ignorance  and  barbarity 
the  provocation  was  given.  But  when  the 

duty 
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duty  is  clearly  enjoined a  by  the  Redeemer 
himfelf ;  when  no  weapon  is  employed  by  the 
enterprizing  adventurer  but  that  of  the  fpirit  j 
when  the  friendlieft  affections  prompt  his  zeal ; 
and  the  object  in  view  is  eternal  life  ;  when, 
I  fay,  the  authority  is  unqueftionable,  and  the 
means  blamelefs ;  the  motive  fo  pure,  and  the 
end  fo  glorious — O  !  let  not  the  hard  heart 
of  infidelity  prophane  fuch  a  virtue,  as  this, 
with  the  difgraceful  name  of  fanaticifm,  or  fu- 
perftition. 

Nay,  Candour,  methinks,  mould  be  ready 
to  make  allowance  for  fome  real  defects  or  mif- 
carriages,  which  will  ever  attend  the  belt  per- 
formances of  mortal  men.  What  though  fome 
error  in  judgment,  fome  impropriety  of  con- 
duct, fome  infirmity  of  temper,  I  had  almoft 
faid,  fome  imbecillity  of  underftanding,  be 
difcernible  in  the  zealous  Miffionary  ?  Some- 
thing,  nay  much,  may  be  overlooked,  where 
fo  much  is  endured  for  Chrift's  fake.  It  is 
enough  that  the  word  of  the  Crofs  is  preached 
injimplicity  and  godly  Jincerity  b.  He,  whofe 
Jlrength  is  made  perfett  in  iveaknefsf  will  pro- 
vide that  even  the  frailties  of  his  fervants  contri- 

a  Matth.  xxviii,  19.      b  2  Cor,  i,  ra.      c  2  Cof.  xii.  9* 
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bute,  in  the  end,  to  the  fuccefs  of  fo  good  a 
caufe,  and  the  difplay  of  his  own  glory. 

Thus  much  I  could  not  help  faying  on  the 
behalf,  and  in  admiration,  of  a  CHARITY, 
which  intends  fo  much  benefit  to  the  fouls 
of  men,  which  brings  out  fo  many  mining 
virtues  in  it's  minifters,  and  reflects  fo  much 
honour  on  the  Chriftian  name.  They  that  feel 
themfelves  unworthy  to  be  made  the  imme- 
diate inftruments  of  carrying  on  this  great  work 
of  converfion  among  favage  tribes  and  infidel 
nations,  mould  blefs  God  for  the  nobler  gifts 
of  zeal,  and  refolution,  and  fortitude,  which 
he  has  beftowed  on  others ;  and  mould  pro- 
mote it  by  fuch  means  as  are  in  their  power, 
by  their  countenance,  their  liberality,  their 
counfel  -,  by  a  ftrenuous  endeavour,  in  this 
humbler  way,  to  fpread  the  honour  of  their 
Saviour,  and  the  invaluable  bleffings  of  his 
Religion,  to  the  ends  of  the  world. 

Thus  mail  we  make  fome  amends  for  thofe 
multiplied  mifchiefs,  and,  1  doubt,  injuries, 
which  our  infatiable  Commerce  occafions ; 
and  fecond  the  gracious  defigns  of  an  all- wife 
Providence,  which  brings  good  out  of  evil, 
and  turns  to  his  own  righteous  ends  even  thofe 
VICES,  which  our  boiflerous  paffions  produce, 

and 
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and  which  He  fees  it  not  fit,  in  this  our  day 
of  trial,  to  prevent  or  reftrain. 

Laftly,  Thus  fhall  we  aft  as  becomes  the 
profefibrs  of  that  Religion,  which  is  divine, 
univerfal,  perfedl  j  in  one  word,  the  gift  and 
thelikenefsof  HIM,  who  is  THE  SAME  YES- 
TERDAY, TO  DAY,  AND  FOR  EVER. 


1   ( 
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